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THE HISTORY AND THE ARCHITECTURAL EVALUATION
OF THE DIWAN AND THE DOME ON THE MIHRAB IN

ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE DURING THE MIDDLE AGES (998-

1753 A.D.)

By
Iman F. Kherrallah

Supervisor
Sefwan Ch. Altell

ABSTRACT

This study addresses building the iwan and the dome on the mihrab in the
Seljuk (1038) and Islamic Mamluk (1250-1516 A.D.) architecture specifically in
the Middle Ages, where they were examined descriptively through the most
important architectural buildings that adopted these systems within five chapters.
The first chapter contains the introduction, while the second chapter contains the
definition of the iwan and dome above the mihrab systems, their significance in
terms of architecture and faith in Islamic buildings, and then took up a brief
history of time that the these systems appeared in to identify and determine the
factors surrounding and the causes that led to the emergence of the school system
that have adopted the architectural system of the four iwans.

The third chapter dealt with a dome above the mihrab, and the four iwans
through description and analysis of buildings that have adopted the two systems
together in the Islamic East. This chapter further highlighted the Friday Mosque

in Isfahan (762_1121 A.D.) as a model that gathered the two systems together,
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and the two Friday mosques in Zawarah (1135A.D.) and the Friday Mosque in
Kurdistan (1160A.D.), in addition to the Mustansiriya School in Iraq (1227A.D.)
as a model for schools with four iwans, which has spread widely in the reign of
Sultan Malik Shah and his minister Nizam al-Mulk (1060-1092A.D.), and
extended to include many of the Islamic territories such as Iraq, Syria and Egypt.

The fourth chapter showed the art that emerged in these systems, the
techniques and materials used so as to highlight the mural decoration, and
honeycomb. Description has been used to track the Arts in the Friday Mosque in
Isfahan, a model from which to observe art in that period.

Chapter five is the final chapter which describes and analyzes some of the
buildings that appeared in Anatolia and Egypt as examples on the dome and
iwans, such as the mosque of Magnesia (1376A.D.), Cook School in Sivas
(1271A.D.) and the school of Kara Tai in Konya (1251A.D.). As for Egypt,
chapter five addresses Zahir Baybars Mosque (1267_1269 A.D.) and Sultan
Hassan School (1356A.D.) as examples of such systems. In comparison among
these buildings, the similarities and differences as well as the local effects and
general features of each region were noticed. The chapter ends with review of the
general features of Islamic art during that period and the local characteristics that
appeared in the ages that have adopted such systems, such as Seljuks in Anatolia
and the Mamluks in Egypt and Syria.

The study has included a conclusion on a set of findings as well as some
important recommendations, in addition to the list of Arab and foreign references

used in the study, lists, charts and illustrations.
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